National Crime Prevention
Council
WWW.NCPC.0rg

The National Crime Prevention
Council works to enable people
to create safer and more caring
communities by addressing the
causes of crime and violence and
reducing the opportunities for
crime to occur.

National Neighborhood
Watch
Www.nnw.org

The National Sheriffs’ Association
is dedicated to raising the level
of professionalism among those
in the criminal justice field. The
Neighborhood Watch website
offers a resource center, a
newsletter, the Neighborhood
Watch Toolkit, and more. Be sure
to register your Watch group on
the website.

{UNCPC

The Tempe Police Department
(TPD) shows how Neighborhood
Watch and Volunteers in Police
Service (VIPS) can work together.
TPD uses volunteers who have
formally applied to the VIPS
program, been screened, and
passed a background check

and polygraph test. These
volunteers are treated like paid
staff and are an integral part of the
department’s operations.

One important function of

the volunteers is to help the

TPD support the 310 active
Neighborhood Watch groups in
the Tempe area. Four of the VIPS
serve as Neighborhood Watch
quadrant liaisons to each of the
TPD’s four service areas.

ncpc.org

Neighborhood
Watch Needs

g

K

!



http://ncpc.org

NCPC

Mational Crime Prevention Council

he National Crime Prevention Council (NCPC) is a private,

nonprofit tax-exempt [501(c)(3)] organization whose

primary mission is to enable people to create safer and
more caring communities by addressing the causes of crime
and violence and reducing the opportunities for crime to occur.
NCPC publishes books, kits of camera-ready program materials,
posters, and informational and policy reports on a variety of crime
prevention and community-building subjects. NCPC offers training,
technical assistance, and a national focus for crime prevention: it
acts as secretariat for the Crime Prevention Coalition of America,
more than 300 national, federal, state, and local organizations
committed to preventing crime. It hosts a number of websites
that offer prevention tips to individuals, describe prevention
practices for community building, and help anchor prevention
policy into laws and budgets. It operates demonstration programs
in schools, neighborhoods, and entire jurisdictions and takes a
major leadership role in youth crime prevention and youth service.
NCPC manages the McGruff® “Take A Bite Out Of Crime®*“ public
service advertising campaign. NCPC is funded through a variety
of government agencies, corporate and private foundations, and

donations from private individuals.

2 | Neighborhood Watch

Neighborhood Watch s coming to your community, and we
need you to get involved! What’s in it for you? Safer streets and homes,

community spirit, camaraderie with your neighbors,

stronger relationships with law enforcement, and
so much more. And it’s easy to participate in
Neighborhood Watch! Neighborhood Watch
embraces and strengthens many things we’re
already doing, such as watching out
for each other’s homes or working
together to solve problems. But
Neighborhood Watch brings along the
power of organization and the ability to

focus energy and resources.

Often, Neighborhood Watch groups
get started because there have been
incidents in the community that have caused
concern—acts of vandalism, burglaries, or
auto thefts. These are the types of crime that
Neighborhood Watch is the most successful
in reducing. An active Watch group can also
help reduce drug dealing and open-air drug
markets, discourage gangs, improve the
security of young people, and help older

neighbors stay safe from crime.
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What i
Neighborhood

Watch?

The National Sheriff's Association implemented

Neighborhood Watch in 1972 meaning more neighbors are looking out for
each other, working on community problems, and making themselves safer.
Members learn how to work with law enforcement and report suspicious
activity to the police or sheriff’s office.

Most Neighborhood Watch Programs get started in the same way:

- One or more neighbors become concerned about preserving or improving
neighborhood safety.

- The motivated individual or group of people decides to start a Watch
group.

- They get in touch with the local law enforcement agency about steps to
take.

- They notify the neighborhood and get others involved.

- Neighbors are trained in home security, crime reporting, property marking,
and other Neighborhood Watch basics.

+ The group organizes and decides what additional services to offer, such
as citizen patrols to walk or drive through the area and report suspicious
activities to law enforcement.

+ They communicate with neighbors through phone trees, fliers,
newsletters, social media, or email lists..

- They organize such events as block parties, cleanups, or graffiti removal.
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What types of activities might you get involved
in through your Neighborhood Watch group?

Citizen Corps programs that ask individuals to be prepared; get training
in first aid and emergency skills; and volunteer to support local emergency
responders, disaster relief, and community safety such as:

« Community Emergency Response Teams, which educate people
about disaster preparedness and train them in basic disaster response
skills, such as fire safety, light search and rescue, team organization,
and disaster medical operations

« Volunteers in Police Service, which uses citizen volunteers to provide
support services to local law enforcement

National Night Out, which is the first Tuesday in August, is sponsored by
the National Association of Town Watch. Thousands of neighborhoods turn
on outside lights and gather for neighborhood events such as block parties,
cookouts, parades, and safety fairs.

Groups also organize problem-solving activities such as adopting a
park or playground and painting over graffiti — or social events such as
sponsoring a block party, potluck dinner, holiday parade, volleyball or
softball game, or picnic.

Neighborhood Watch groups can help strengthen
hometown and homeland security activities in many ways:

- Developing a community evacuation plan. Creating a neighborhood
directory with phone numbers and email addresses for everyone in the
neighborhood

 Helping neighbors develop emergency preparedness plans Discussing
local warning systems and how to find information on evacuation routes
and temporary shelters in emergency situations

+ Discussing potential terrorist targets in or near your community —such as
power plants, airports, and bridges—and the consequences of an attack.
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Wha
Get Involved?

You and your family will be safer. Neighborhood Watch will provide
guidance on leading your family through a fire drill, preparing a disaster
preparedness plan, and assembling a disaster supplies kit. When you
work with your neighbors in Watch activities, you’ll learn to look out for
homebound seniors or latchkey children and, in return, you’ll learn who’s
looking out for you.

You’ll help reduce crime. An empty house in a neighborhood where none of
the neighbors know the owner is a prime target for burglary. Throughout the
country, dramatic decreases in burglary and related offenses are reported by
law enforcement professionals in communities with active Watch programs.

You’ll have a way to get help addressing neighborhood problems that
concern you. Neighborhood Watch serves as a springboard for efforts that
address concerns such as recreation for youth, child care, and traffic safety.

You can learn new skills and get experience using them. You’ll learn crime
prevention skills, including the ability
to be the eyes and ears for law
enforcement.

Your whole family can get
involved. There’s a role for
everyone in Neighborhood
Watch. Young children can
pick up litter and take part

in safety programs designed
just for them. Youth can
teach younger children how
to stay safe. Retirees can
operate telephone trees, write
newsletters, and keep an eye
out for daytime problems.
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on
Can Do It

Feel like you don’t have the time? You don’t have to take on a leadership
role. Offer to make a few phone calls. Write a story for the newsletter. Show
up at community events even if you can’t stay the whole time. Touch base
with your neighbors and show that you support the effort. As you go about
your daily routines, observe your surroundings. It only takes a moment to
notice something suspicious and record and report what you saw. Every
effort helps.

Feel like you don’t have the skills? Your Neighborhood Watch can train you
or help you get training. Neighborhood Watch is also a good way to practice
your skills and learn new ones.

Feel like you're still a newcomer to the neighborhood? Neighborhood
Watch is a wonderful way to get to know your neighbors and find people
who share your interests. Knowing your neighbors also makes it easier to
recognize strangers who may not have legitimate business on your street.

Mobile, AL

The Mitternight Park Community Action Group has logged more

than 3,000 hours of neighborhood patrol time since the Watch group
began in March 2003. Tips from Watch members helped the Mobile Police
Department shut down a methamphetamine lab, resulting in ten arrests.

Calls for police service dropped over a two-year period from an average of 15 to
20 calls per month to only about two per month. Watch members also serve on
the Community Emergency Response Team where they are trained to respond to
natural disasters, terrorism incidents, and other emergencies.
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